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DIARY OF WRITE HOUSE LEADERSHIP 
MEETINGS — 91st CONGRESS 

June 9, 1970 



At 8:40 a. m. , the President offered a seat to Herb 
Klein to report on the Indo- China trip from which he had 
returned at 4:30 a.m. today. He talked for 30 minutes, 
giving his personal impressions which will probably be 
reflected in a formal report which will be presented to the 
President later. He made 4 points: 1) the Cambodian 
operation was a "major success in all aspects. " He dia- 
played a captured CKC rifle and passed around the table 
a photograph of Klein leaving an underground cache] 2) the 
Cambodian success has advanced the cause of Vietnamiza- 
tion -- the trained troops now&now that they can fight well 
and this improves msrale, and the absence of trained troops 
from South Vietnam put pressure on the Vietnam Reserve there 
which helped to improve their readiness) 3) the operation j 
demoralised the Communists) defections are increasing; and 
4) notwithstanding news reports to the contrary, the thrust 
was a surprise to the enemy; this is best illustrated by the jg* 
fact that none of the supply caches were boobytrapped. 



Klein said that it was "a heartening thing to talk with the GJ, jp 
whose morale is fantastic. " The typical G1 thinks that he [ 
has done a good job, and he is simply unable to understand th#S 
critlcims in Congress. He can understand the demonstrators^ 
better than a hostile Congress. Klein and Governor Shafer § 
had a 1-hour talk with Lon NoL He began with 40, 000 troops^ A 
and now has about 180, 000 green recruits,# many students,! fl 
including a large number of females. The people of Cambodian 
are rallying behind the Lon Nol government, and they are & 
pleased that America is assisting them. Lon Nol is "quiet, 
toggh, self-confident and knows what he is doing.'] He is "not 8 
jittery, " and he thinks’very, very highly of the President. " g 
The chances of survival of the Lon Nol government are about £ 
50-50. 
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The President asked John Veneman of HEW to explain the 
June 1970 amendments to the Family Assistance Act pre- 
pared by the Department In response to Senate criticism 
of the welfare reform bill. A synopsis is attached. 

Senator Williams said that the HEW witnesses had made 
the worst presentation he had heard in defense of the original 
House-passed bill. He criticised the structure of the welfare 
formula because it failed to consider the fact that the average 
person on eSelfare also receives food stamps, is living in 
public housing, is entitled to Mfedicaid and draws some form of 
state assistance. Hearings on the new amendments will begin 
in July. In an aside, he said that the debt limit debate had 
been postponed "maybe because you won't need it, M*'- 
President." 

Byrnes said that the new amendments might help but that they 
did not solve all of the problems which might be hypothecated 
in individual cases. 

said that the thing to emphasise is not the comparison „ 
between the immediate effects of the reform measure and thii 
present law but the effects of the reform measure by 1975 and the 
situation in 1975 if no reform is made. He called attention to tw» 
change in Cabinet, explained Secretary Finch's absence and! \\ 
invited Elliot Richardson to make a few comments. Rleharasom 
said that he was looking forward to getting back to HEW, Where’S 
he had served in the Eisenhower years. He is nob preparing fo$ 
testimony on Thursday before the Senate Committee on Finances! * 


The President Invited Red Blount to the table to discuss postal 
reform which is befoee the Rules Committee this morning and 
scheduled for floor action tomoroow afternoon. The House 
Committee reported its bill on May 19 and the Senate its bill 
on June 3. The two are essentially the same. Both include 
most of the agreement reached following the postal strike. 
Each contains some undesirable features. The two major 
problems in the House bill Involve the right -to- work issue and 
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the clause which makes the 8% pay increase retroactive 
to April 18. The latter is in violation of the agreement. 
This agreement was reached at the end of the first genuine 
collective bargaining session on postal pay. If postal 
workers are to be allowed to welch on that agreement by 
running around £he backs of those with whom they agreed 
and persuade Congress to give them more than they agreed 
to accept, then the collective bargaining feature of postal 
reform legislation is meaningless. Blount said this is 
absolutely unacceptable and if the bill which comes to the . 
President contains this feature, he will recommend a veto. 
Blount said that the right -to- work Issue should not be tied 
to postal reform. "You cannot reform the nation's labor 
laws on the back of postal reform. " The Taft- Hartley Act 
and the Landrum- Griffin Act were made applicable to postal 
employees, and under those laws, employees can bargain 
with employers for union shops except in those states which 
have right -to- work laws. 


RMN agreed that the two issues should not be tied together, g 
He said that he does not want compulsory unionism in govertft 
ment. However, involvement of the Taft- Hartley Act and 
the Landrum- Or iffin Act was a part of the agreement reach 
between Blount and Meaney, and even if g&ecrther side attempts 
to run out on its bargain on pay, we will not tun cut on our ® 


struck before. 


e are facing a July 1 strike 
postal union in New York v 


Fong said that he felt the retroactive pay feature would not l& 
in the legislation sent to the President and the same is true ^ 
of the clause in the House bill which authorizes collective c£ 
bargaining for a supervisors union* g 
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Scott made a report on prospects of the Byrd amendment to°the 
Cooper- Church amendment. He feels that at the moment, there 
are some doubtful members on both sides of the aisle, but that 
"we are ahead. " The vote will come at 1:00 p.m. Thursday, 
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Allott asked the President directly whether the Cooper- 
Church amendment would be acceptable if the Byrd amendment 
is adopted. The Presiden t reflected for only a moment and j 
then said that it would not be wise to say that today. He west 
on to say that if he were a member of the Senate* he wohld 
vote against the Cooper- Church amendment in whatever from 
it might emerge* In very emphatic terms » he said that he 
does not intend to get America involved in a war in any other 
country without prior Congressional approval. However# 
this was not involved with respect to this decision. There s 
were 7# OOOeenemy bunkers along the borders. To have told 
the Senate and Fulbright and Mansfield might have jeopardised 
% s 000 American lives. RMN said that he would rather have 
the Senate mad at him than have 2# 000 American boys coming 
home in coffins. He reddled that previous administrations 
had gone into Cambodia, Laos and Thailand without Senate 
approval or knowledge. 


We adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 


RICHARD H. 
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